


Observations

Living plants in or on the log.

Plant NarE Location Seed Souce Effect on lrg

Evidence of animals in or on the lop.

AnirBl NarE Eviderce Food Eaten Enemies



Tree species

How did the tree die?

Evidence

How long ago did tle tlee fall?

Tree age when felled.

Analysis of tree growth:-

Signs of decay:

Discussion

1. How does this log help new plants to grow in
the community?
2. What effect do animals have on the log?
3. what will this log eventually become?
4. As a log decays, it passes through a number of
stages (refened to as succession) before it de-
cays complelely. Each stage in tltis succession
has a special community of living things. These
organisms use up their food, or otherwise
change their environment. Then they caD no
longer live there. Next, they are succeeded by
other organisms that can live in the changed
environment. From your field observations and
research, idetrtify these stages of decay by listing
the order of appearance of animals, plants and
thet effects on the log.
5. what factors affect the rate of decay for a log
or a stump?

For Further Reference
Andrews, w.A. and D.K. Moore. Investigating
Terrestrial Faosvstems. Prentice-Hall Canada
Inc., Scarborough, Ontario, 1986. (pp59-60)

Sadler, Doug. Reading Nature's Clues -Aculh

@lbqwikl Broadview Press Ltd. Peterborough,
Ontario, 1987.

This activity has been adapted ftom the hand-out
Field Study Manual, prepared by tlle Outdoor
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